MEMORANDUM
TO:

Bruce Nesslage, NRDAR Manager, DOI

FROM:

Karen Pelto, Lead Administrative Trustee

RE:

DOI NRDAR Disbursement Request: $37,589
GE/Housatonic River NRD: Massachusetts Restoration Account # 0251
Resolution #31: Release of Funds to EEA/MassDEP for Restoration

DATE:

October 3, 2012

As Lead Administrative Trustee for the GE/Housatonic River NRD case, I am requesting a disbursement from the
DOI NRDAR Massachusetts Restoration Account (Project # 0251) for the purpose of funding a restoration project
approved by the MA SubCouncil in the “Final Round 2 Restoration Plan & Supplemental Environmental
Assessment” (RP/EAs) developed by the MASubCouncil for the GE/Housatonic River Trustees.
The MA SubCouncil has authorized the Commonwealth to conduct the contracting necessary for the
implementation of such projects in the amount of $1,300,000 (Round 2). Designated by the Governor, the
Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) is the Commonwealth's natural
resources Trustee. Within EEA, the Mass Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) administers the
NRD Program.
I am requesting a disbursement of funds for the following restoration projects for expense in state fiscal year 2013
totaling $37,589:
Round 2:
•

Sackett Brook Restoration Project, Massachusetts Audubon Society (Year 1)

During the MA SubCouncil’s restoration planning deliberations, the dam removal component of the Sackett
Brook Restoration Project was required by MassDEP as a mitigation project for wetlands impacts associated with
an unrelated development project within the City of Pittsfield, MA. In the Final RP/EA, the MA SubCouncil
approved the total amount of funding for all preferred restoration projects, including Sackett Brook, but stated the
following: “The Sackett Brook Restoration Project will be withdrawn from consideration for Round 2 NRD
Restoration funding if it is alternatively accepted as a mitigation project.” Recently, the City and, MassAudubon,
the dam owner, signed a Memorandum of Agreement governing the dam removal. Planning and permitting
activities have begun and the dam removal is scheduled for late summer or early fall 2013. Neither the permitted

This information is available in alternate format. Call Michelle Waters-Ekanem, Diversity Director, at 617-292-5751. TDD# 1-866-539-7622 or 1-617-574-6868
MassDEP Website: www.mass.gov/dep
Printed on Recycled Paper

mitigation nor the agreement provides for the educational components, as originally proposed by MassAudubon,
as part of the Sackett Brook Restoration Project. These components include classroom and field-based
exploration of the impact of the dam on the river and the recovery of the river following the dam’s removal.
MassAudubon has an excellent working relationship with schools in Pittsfield, and throughout the watershed,
based on their previous Round 1 project, the Housatonic Environmental Literacy Project (HELP) for the River.
The MA SubCouncil has decided to provide funding for the educational component of the restoration project and
will work with MassAudubon to ensure that the timing of both projects is coordinated to achieve the maximum
benefits.
These funds will be transferred and will be allocated in accordance with the RP/EA and contracted Scopes of
Work.
The Funds should be made payable as follows:
• $37,589 to the MA NRD Trust Account # 2200-2676. Such funds shall be used for on-going

reimbursement of contract costs for “State Fiscal Year 2013” restoration. These funds will be
transferred and allocated to the MA NRD Trust Account # 2200-2676, to the attention of Kristin
LaCroix, MassDEP Director of Budgetary and Legislative Affairs.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at 617-292-5785.
Cc: Kenneth Munney, USFWS

