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Houstonic River Watershed
Restoration Program

GE/Housatonic River Natural Resource Damages (NRD)
Settlement

A Consent Decree in 2000

A $15 million in damages as compensation for resource damages
U Approx. $7.5 million targeted for projects in Massachusetts

Massachusetts SubCouncil of the
Housatonic River Natural Resource Trustees

A Commonwealth of Massachusetts: Secretary of Energy and
Environmental Affairs (EEA), represented by the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP)

A Department of the Interior (DOI): U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)



Housatonic River Watershed
Restoration Program

Massachusetts SubCouncil Voting Members

Karen Pelto

State Trustee Representative & Lead Administrative Trustee
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

One Winter Street, 6th Floor

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

email: Karen.Pelto@state.ma.us

phone: (617) 292-5785

Molly Sperduto

Trustee Representative for the DOI / USFWS
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300

Concord, NH 03301

email: Molly sperduto@fws.gov

phone: (603) 227-6415
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Houstonic River Watershed
Restoration Program

The MA SubCouncil is responsible for disbursing funds
from the Massachusetts portion of the NRD settlement.

Funds are used for compensatory restoration projects
that will restore, rehabllitate, replace, or acquire the equivalent of
natural resources and/or their services that were injured or lost as
a result of the release of hazardous materials, including PCBs,
Into the Massachusetts portion of the Housatonic River
watershed.

Two previous rounds and the first subround of Round 3
of restoration projects have been funded as a part of this
Restoration Program.



Sicius ¢ Baund I Prejocss

A 9 of 10 projects have been completed and have:

I Restored 23 acres of wetland, floodplain, and riparian habitat in
Sheffield, Stockbridge, and Great Barrington
A Led by Project Native
I Protected 174 acres of riparian, wetland and upland buffer habitat in

Pittsfield, Great Barrington, and West Stockbridge
A Led by the City of Pittsfield and Berkshire Natural Resources Council

I Removed 29 tons of steel, 29 tons of solid waste, 88 cubic yards of
concrete, and 5 tons of tires from oxbow in Great Barrington

A Led by Berkshire Natural Resources Council with assistance fromMa s s DEP 6 s
Technical and Financial Services Division of the Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup

T Created 2 miles of riverfront trails and 4 canoe access sites in Dalton,
Pittsfield, Lee, Great Barrington, and Sheffield
A Led by the Housatonic Valley Authority



Sicius ¢ Baund I Prejocss

A 9 of 10 projects have been completed and have:

Enhanced the protection of rare species throughout the watershed
A Led by the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program

Created HELP watershed curriculum and provided river-based
education to over 5,000 students

Introduced over 800 people to the River through 48 public canoe trips
A Led by MassAudubon

Provided technical assistance to 20 Conservation Commissions that led
to protection of over 90 river miles, 10,000 wetland acres, and 9,500
upland acres

A Led by Berkshire Regional Planning Commission

Mill Street/Tel Electric Dam Removal is in final engineering design and
EENF will be filed in Dec 2015 or Jan 2016

A Led by Massachusetts Division of Ecological Restoration in partnership with the City of
Pittsfield



-

.‘.Hhm!\h&.ﬂ.lh\lxl “ A
; ¢




SiGius ¢ Baund 2 Prejocss

A Round 2 projects are currently:

I Finalizing permits and design to replace the first of two culverts on a
coldwater tributary in Pittsfield following surveys of 475 stream
crossings by roads in 11 towns i - -

A Led by Housatonic Valley Association
and Berkshire Environmental Action Team




SiGius ¢ Bound 2 Preyocis

A Round 2 projects are currently:

I Monitoring nearly 2,000 trees that were planted in August 2013 to
restore 10 acres of floodplain forest and controlling invasive species on

85acresatBar t h ol €olldew b s
A Led by The Trustees of Reservations



